                  FROM WHERE I SIT – ENERGY

I really do not care who the president is, IF………  If he is true to the Constitution, If he does what is best for the people of this country without taking a poll to see what side he should be on.  If he surrounds himself with like minded people and they then seek out the brightest from Industry, Academia, Economics and Political arenas.   I could care less if the President is Black, White, Brown, Yellow or candy stripe.  I believe there should be a safety net for those who find themselves on hard times, but like a good parent, people should be held accountable and it should not become a way of life.

When I look at this country, I have to wonder why we have to spend a million dollars per man, woman and child in new Orleans to save them, when Nashville and other cities had disasters and solved the problems themselves.  No press, no billions of dollars, no months of sob stories.   In Florida, we are all assaulted with the horrendous stores of the extended family of 66 people who lost their apartments when the Hurricane hit.  Koppel forgot to tell us when he showed all of them in the shelter, that they were all on welfare and our tax dollars before, during and after the crisis.

You would think that energy would be something we can all understand.  Those of us who live in the North, understand real well how much we need heat in winter.  It seems the government solution for our need for energy is to increase taxes to the point where energy cost double or triple.  That to me seems unfair for the poor, those retired or on fixed incomes, those in business who have to deliver goods or services.  Increasing taxes does not increase energy.  It just allocates it to the wealthy like Gore.

Global warming is pretty much a farce.  I don’t think we can control sun spots, and the record snows, cold etc. over the past two decades has some now predicting that Global Warming may cause another ice age.  If I remember right, was that not the Greenie cry in the 1970’s?  Were we not supposed to freeze into this giant ice cube by 1980?

There is no question that this country has been running itself into the ground for fifty years with no energy plan.  We are energy rich, but it appears that we have some sort of deal with the Arabs not to develop it.  Windmills and Solar are jokes.  Both under 4% of our energy needs even with Trillions of dollars of investment.  Wait, those dollars are all going to China, they do not create jobs here.  Windmill companies have all virtually folded as there was no profit in making them and no profit running them unless they would never break down and you believe in a 200 year break even is a good investment?

If you do not believe me, look at Texas where people had rolling blackouts, no heat and were freezing this winter when their expensive and highly targeted new windmill system had them buying energy from Mexico until they decided they needed it for them to stay warm.  Of course the obvious solution would be to move to Mexico.  No, can’t do that either unless you want all the rights of a Somalian captive.   Welcome to the Politically Correct world of the Republican and Democratic Parties.

Let us pretend for a moment that both parties actually cared about the future of this country and decided to insure commerce, manufacturing, jobs, the poor, retirees and our future generations.  That we would actually care more about energy than some minnow, mouse or Greenie fear protester, who would like us to become cave men in some 21st century nightmare.   That we were concerned with our freedom, and did not want to be dependant on our friends in Red China, the Muslim world, or the friendships with Iran or North Korea.  What would happen if we decided to stop apologizing for American exceptionalism and decided that we did not have to de-evolve into a jobless 4th world country to become a good world citizen.  

Back to the subject.  If we were sincere about energy, the President would call in the leaders of energy production.  We would call the best engineers together and would create a new energy grid with connected Nuclear Plants like a checkerboard over this entire country.  That is called electricity.  Electricity is for heat, manufacturing, and the future.  Cables would be buried and at the same time, we as a nation should run fiber optics, and other transition lines for the internet, phones, etc.  We have built Nuclear plants for China, Europe, everywhere but here.  It is time to put aside the earth is flat believers and get some backbone and brains and do the right thing.   It is time.

Oil is still the fuel that is most effective.  Why are we allowing China to slant drill into our oil fields from Cuba and are paying billions to help Brazil to drill twice as deep as our reserves at hand.  In Alaska, the pipeline is the favorite place for Caribou get warm and keep from freezing.  Yes the pipes are an eyesore if you are hiking there, but how many of us are really affected?  

The current government has stopped drilling in the gulf, and now we pay for it to the countries who hate us, arming the militants with our cash.  Nice Job, we are really saving ourselves.  I think I may have to open a Berka shop for our women in the next 20 years as Sharia becomes the law of the land.  I just hope the Chinese do not need the oil more, as we can soon slide to be the number 3 nation and then in short time number 63. Venezuela is already cutting off the oil and have decided to sell it cheaper to their friend, China, so it is not about money. 

The answer is to tighten regulations on drilling and get government overseers out of bed with the oil companies.  Then go drill everything possible, if we don’t need it, cap it for the future.  Drilling cost will only go up.  We will always need oil, so lets invest and not be dependant.  Develop coal as a major resource and stop funding for ethanol and other projects that have shown themselves to be expensive, ineffective or worse for the economy.  Anyone who drives their food supply is nuts.  Take a look at the grocery store prices.  Does that help the Union workers, the poor or the retirees?  Give them the tax breaks necessary to make the risk appealing.  If we want to develop ethanol, stop using corn and get rid of the sugar subsidies to our Southern farmers and buy the sugar at 15% the cost from Brazil, Mexico and Peru and be cost effective.  Then they can make ethanol cheaply and not have to be subsidized with tax payer money.  It is a business stupid, make a profit or close it.  Meanwhile, government should remove all of their obstacles to doing it profitably.

I don’t want to hear about electric cars at $40,000 to go a whole hundred miles before your 8 hour recharge time.  By the way, in the cold, as the battery ages, or the charger becomes less effective, the time to recharge will increase and the distance will be less.  Then you have the following ecology problems.  Batteries being dumped in our land fills, leaking acid and taking up space,  the actual cost of battery replacement per mile received and other problems.   Then there is the problem that there is not enough electricity to charge millions of electrical cars.  Where does the electricity come from?  Oil, coal, natural gas and Nuclear sources are where the electricity is generated and we have not developed these resources for 30 years.   So we are Federally pushing for Buggies when we do not have horses to pull them.  

I have nothing against Solar, Wind or Thermal energy.  I just demand that they are cost effective and work consistently.  That means we still need a new energy grid and all the resources developed that the Greenies detest.  Yes, there is a reason no one lives more than 100 miles North of the Canadian boarder.  It is called freezing.  

Meanwhile, development will have to come from private industry and that is called jobs.  Tax breaks and Utility monopolies will have to continue with Government as a partner.  Jobs will help us.  Not being dependant on foreign energy sources will make us more secure, stabilize prices and insure manufacturing here. 

It is time to stop exporting cash, jobs and our security to foreign entities who do not have our best interest at heart.  It is time for the Government to become responsible to us and not the lobbyist.  It is time for a National Energy Plan, similar to Eisenhower’s Road Program.  What do You think?

