                              FROM WHERE I SIT 

           EDUCATION, RESPONSIBILITY & REALITY

It is time that students take responsibility for their lives and not cry about the reality they created.  It bothers me, as I think anyone can do anything they want in this country.  The streets may not be paved with gold, but if you have a dream, prepare hard for it, then sacrifice, anything is possible in this country.  There is no guarantee you will not fail.  Failure is a part of life.  However, there is not reason not to try again and there is certainly no reason not to try at all.

Once upon a time, when Beaver was on TV, all you had to do was graduate from high school and you could get a job that would feed a family and allow you to retire some day.  Martin Luther King had a dream, but it was about a color blind society where every baby born could dare to be president or anything else.

Since then our drop out rate has only increased.  Applicants at my business cannot do simple math, many can not speak fundamental English and then they are upset when I do not hire them.  Manufacturers, Government, Retail all have the same complaints.  Teachers complain that they have no control in the classes and several of my friends retired as teachers as quickly as possible as they could not take it anymore.  No one seemed to care and they were tired of fighting the system.

Kids graduate feeling good about themselves, but too many have less true education than an 6th grade graduate in the 1920’s.  Worse, in many school districts less than half graduate.  Meanwhile we pay $12,000 or more per student so they do not learn.  You can go to a four year college on that kind of money,  so what is the problem?

The problem is not the money spent.  Otherwise a West Virginia school district would not have been criticized by our Federal Department of Education for their low public school cost per student and high test grades.  Evidently Washington felt they should spend more money and turn out more uneducated students?  No child left behind did not go far enough and giving failed teachers and school systems years to change is not effective management of the problem.

This is the United States of America.  That means we need to continue to be a melting pot with one language and one identity.  Sure you can be proud of your Irish, Mexican, German, take your pick ancestry, but to have a good job, a future, you need to speak the language of commerce here and have an education

Most students are not stupid, they can be taught.  The problem is often the home, often the teachers, school, neighborhood, make your excuse and be proud of it.  However, they are all excuses.  Maybe the family is horrible, so sad.  Maybe the teacher is terrible.  If so, get the class together, walk out and go down to the principle’s office and complain.  If enough classes show up, it will change.  Your neighborhood should be a reason to get a good education and get out of there to a better place.

What I am saying, is that every student has a responsibility to use the tax payers dollars and benefit from them by getting a good education.  Parents, Teachers the government should insist that the tools are there and then hold the kids to be responsible and use the tools to the best of their ability.

Second class citizenship should not be a 5 decade ordeal getting worse.  It is not a business opportunity as seen by too many social leaders and government workers.  A girl in high school should realize that she needs to get a good education.  She may need to take care of herself for the rest of her life or a family if something happens to her husband.  A boy should realize that he may want to have a real relationship and may have to be responsible for his life and those of a wife and kids.  It is the reality of a real future versus sliding into the government welfare system for life.  No education often means, drugs, alcohol, abuse and jail.  The choice should be simple.

It is not square to get high on success and life.  Why lay the bricks for your own cell?  Ministers, teachers, parents should get them involved in living and challenge them to be more, not less.  50 years of training programs, trillions of dollars, welfare checks and excuses have not changed the number of people in poverty.  Why is that?  Good intentions, pats on the head for no accomplishment and taking away self respect by telling them they are too dumb, to ethnic, too poor to learn, that they need the government dole and therefore had better vote where their bread line is funded.  This has gone on too long.

I have seen Vietnamese come here with no money, no language skills and no job.  In five years they have a business that employees the family, a house and a car.  In ten years, their kids are graduating from our High Schools with the best grades and then going on to college where they become professionals.  The Hispanic are hard working, God fearing family people.  They take any job and their kids work hard to learn English and get an education.  Then they send money home to take care of the rest of the family.  Sorry, too many truths and too many excuses.  Put the felons in jail or leave them on some island, like Cuba.  Find a way to secure our borders then deal with the problem still left here.

You get the results you demand.  You have to teach and you have to hold all the kids accountable.  It may take extra effort, but these are the foundation of our country in another 30 years.  Don’t you think we owe it to them and ourselves to hold them accountable now?  That means the teachers and school systems too.

No wonder they leave and do not graduate.  They are invincible or have no hope.  Either way, they have no future if they do not get their educations now.  There is no reason for colleges to be spending so much time and money on remedial classes because so called graduates can not read and write.  You with the pink hair and tattoos,  this goes for you too, there are not too many Fortune 500 executives that have piercings, tattoos and pink hair.  Take out our rebellion by not conforming so much to the lowest strata in the environment, you are better than that.

This is the land of freedom and opportunity, but this country only promises you the ability to seek prosperity, it does not guarantee you anything but a chance.  So use it wisely.

