        FROM WHERE I SIT

                         VIEWS OF A COMMON MAN

                        MEDICAL RIGHTS

Everyone knows that the Medical System is broken, the cost are too high and we need to make some changes for it to work.  This said, we still enjoy the highest standard of medical care in the world and no one is turned away.  Yes, this has caused some redistribution of assets by medical providers, but they still follow the Hippocratic Oath and it works.  

We were told that the government had to pass the huge Medical Reform Act before we could read it.  Somehow, to me, that sounds like you have to buy the car before you can drive it.  At first we were told that it would lower cost and bring health care to millions of uncovered American Citizens.  It would allow kids to be covered under their parents until age 26, and no one could be turned away for a pre-existing condition.  Sounds, interesting until you find out all the politically negotiated exceptions and that the cost will drastically increase cost for everyone.

How can hiring 40,000 new IRS agents to enforce that you purchase medical insurance create better and cheaper health care?  Yes, no one can be turned away, but at what cost?  If you have a pre-existing condition, you now can buy health insurance.  Wonderful, but if the cost of that Health Care Policy is $50,000 a year with a $10,000 deductible, can anyone actually afford it?  Oh I get it, that is why they will hire the 40,000 IRS agents, so they make sure you and your wife both pay your $775 new tax to the government for not buying the policy you can not afford.  Wait, if I am stuck with paying my own medical cost because I can not afford the $50,000 policy, then how will being forced to pay another $1550 for my wife and I help reduce our medical cost?

Reading on, the Insurance monopolies created by the states are still in effect.  If you are not in a huge union, a huge group or government buyer, but instead, a mom and pop business, the insurance companies can still charge you 100 times more for your small pool.  How does that help anyone?

In recent years, Walmart and others have offered low cost prescriptions for many drugs.  Yet Congress did not choose to allow Americans to purchase Drugs from Canada, India, China or other countries, where the drug is cheaper.  Same chemicals, and I am sure Food and Drug should be able to random test to make sure the chemical consistency is the same as those manufactured here.  It is a world economy and American companies produce drugs elsewhere cheaper or at least sell them for less than here.

So it seems we have a new system with all the same old problems, monopolies, just will add more government bureaucrats, cost more, interject more government interference.   All we have to do is strip $500,000,000 from the seniors Medicare system, and give a government panel absolute power over what medical attention you can get.

No, not for me and not for my country.  I think this tip toe through socialism needs to be stopped before it stops.  If you really wanted to control medical cost in this country and make it more affordable for everyone, you could try some of the following.

There could not be anyone turned away for a preexisting condition,  and there would be no groups, no favored customers, no price breaks, no hassles.  A policy would be a policy and everyone would be able to shop around for the best deal and pay the same price for the  same policy from that company.  Let the system work, let the insurance companies compete for the business using actual costs and data to establish their prices, figure out their profit margin and then sell the policy to anyone who wants to buy.

Drugs could be purchased anywhere in the world for the least cost possible cost.  Food and Drug would have to analyze the drugs, like it does anyway, and let the market compete.

All 3000 plus Insurance Companies could now sell basic health care policies border to border and coast to coast.  Like Homeowner’s insurance, term life policies and auto insurance, the government could establish deductible levels, maximum coverage ceilings and then turn loose the companies to compete for the business.

Did you notice, no death panels, no cuts to Medicare, no new IRS agents, No government bureaucracy.  Take off the government shackles and let competition set the prices.

Personally I think mandating the purchase of anything is unconstitutional. So how do we help the poor?  If you make less than $30,000, the government pays for the minimum family policy, or after the price is figured, a minimum payment is paid by the insured.  The government already provides Medicaid, Medicare, and other health care, so add the poor on a sliding scale deductible to a basic policy.  A tax break for those who make $25,000 to $50,000 and no break after that.  Hopefully, with everyone under the same blanket policy, the cost would be lowered to those now priced out of the market.

I don’t have all of the answers, but neither does government.  It should not take 2700 pages of new law,  billions of dollars, or a new bureaucracy to improve medical care.  Lets just start at the beginning and not kill the system in the process.

If you decide not to participate in health care, fine, your Constitutional choice, but no hospital or doctor has to see you unless you pay in advance.  Not a problem.  Also, no government entity or department can be mandated to pay for any medical care for an illegal alien.   No hospital, clinic or doctor can be mandated to accept as a patient any illegal alien unless they can establish the ability to pay in advance.

Being a citizen is a responsibility as well as a privilege, so it is time for the American People to demand and accept personal responsibility for their own medical care.  In my opinion, the Heath Reform Bill did not reform and did not do any of the intended goals.  Instead it creates new government control and mandates, larger numbers of employees and take control of your health care with all the care and feeling of the IRS.  Figure it out.

